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1. Subject of Propoged Projects The Burma-Chiva Boundnry.

2. Stabement of Project: To study this boundary region f’rom the m.amlmmt
' of possible Chinnse Commnist physical and political penstration.

. Outline: See attecled. DEX1A 25X1A

3. TWeed for Project: Request trom [ 2 Nevewber 1953, Case
4. Responsible Branch: Territoriel Studies Responsible Ana.’i.yst:
S; Eptimated Mon-Hours Requim&lto Complete Projects
Produeing Division: 300 |
5. ‘Graphics or Maps: A map will be requested from D/GC, detsils %o be
discualed later. _

7. Cooperation Desired from Otber CIA Offices and Other Agencies: 25X1A

 Possible review of draft rerort by DRF, State.

8. Probable Completion Date: Open; deadline not set by- but
project will have No.l priority for_ 25X1A
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10. Recommendations Regarding Distribution of Pinished Report:

Preliminary ditto copies to reguester. 25X1A
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Cutline: THE BURMA-CHINA BORDER

| o Al .

CoRFiDRE. - 25X1A
Thig is a tenative ocutline based upon a preliminary survey of source ‘

materiasls for a proposed study of the Purma-China border. Frontier ereas will

be examined from the.geographic point of view, considering interrelations of

topography, border peoples, cultural and economic orientations as to their

effect upon Chinese Communist physical and political renetration of the btorder.

I. Physical Characteristics of the Border Area.

Treatment: The various physical elements -~ terrain, hydrography, climte,
and vegetation -- will be described and evaluated es their effect upon trans-
border movements. Various sectors of the boundary will be analyzed as to the
difficulty or ease presented by the physieal elements to Chinese penetration,
Including the value of these sectors as evenues for possible future Communist
moves directed against Thailsnd and India.

Ii. Peoples of the Border Area. .

Treatment: This section will include brief descriptions of various ethnic
groups including population, genersl cheracteristics » economny, and conteets with
oiher groups with emphasis upon the cultural orientation of the border tribes,
rorticularly the strength of cultural ties if Chinese Communiat political pressurs
i3 increased. Ethnic groups probebly to be discussed include: Kachin » Shan, ‘
Li-su, La-hu, Tibetans, Yiionan Tai, and lesser groups.

I7I. Economic Orientation of the Border Ares.

Treatment: The economic orientation of the border areas and their degree of
dependence upon outside areas will be examined. The emount of trade, trading
routes, transportetion facilities, types of trade, and resources of the border
area will be ineluded.

1¥. Political Tactora and Forces. .

: Treatment: The current political situstion will be summarized ineluding a
brief historical introduction. Emphasis will be ., lazced upon the degree of control
erercised by the Burmese and Chinese in the frontier areas. The organizetion by
the Chinese Communists of so-called autonomous governments in minority-inhebhited
areas will be serutinized es to the success or lack of success in wimning allegiance
of border tribes and to the possible application to minority groups of Burma.
Disaident activity sgainst the Burmese Govermaent including the Chinese Wationzlist
problem will be examined as to their bearing upon future actions by Red China and
Burma.

V. Boundery Claims of Burme and China.

Treatwent: Sections of the boundary disputed and area involved, history of
the disputes, and validity of the respective cleims will be studied. Sections of
the disputed boundery most likely to be utilized as an excuse for overt action by
the Chinese Commmnists will be examined. The present, status of the boundery
including regulations concerning border crossings, security forces, boundary
merkers, and frontier fortifications will be noted.
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